
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES988 March 2, 2021 
BUDGET AGGREGATES 

[Pursuant to Section 311 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 and S. Con. Res. 5] 
[$ in billions] 

2021 2021–2025 2021–2030 

Spending: 
Budget Authority ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 5,868.572 N.A. N.A. 
Outlays .......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 5,998.437 N.A. N.A. 

Revenue .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 2,523.057 15,314.642 35,075.136 

N.A. = Not Applicable. 

SOCIAL SECURITY LEVELS 
[Pursuant to Section 311 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974 and S. Con. Res. 5] 

[$ in billions] 

2021 2021–2025 2021–2030 

Outlays ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 1,094.225 6,134.664 14,186.965 
Revenue .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 967.243 5,214.558 11,595.674 

PAY-AS-YOU-GO SCORECARD FOR THE SENATE 
[$ in billions] 

Balances 

Fiscal Year 2021 .................................................................... 0 
Fiscal Years 2021–2025 ........................................................ 0 
Fiscal Years 2021–2030 ........................................................ 0 

f 

10TH ANNIVERSARY OF PROTESTS 
IN BAHRAIN 

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, 10 years 
ago Bahraini citizens joined many oth-
ers across the Middle East in what be-
came known as the Arab Spring, an 
eruption of popular protest and a call 
for reform and democracy that spread 
across the region. 

In Bahrain, the Arab Spring took the 
form of peaceful protest. Families 
marched together and protestors gath-
ered in Manama’s Pearl Roundabout 
urging the King to grant greater eco-
nomic and political rights, particularly 
for Bahrain’s Shia majority. 

The King could have responded to 
these peaceful protests with dialogue 
or discussion. He did not. The regime 
deployed state security forces against 
the demonstrators, unleashing a wave 
of violence and repression. 

Journalists and human rights advo-
cates documented the regime’s use of 
tear gas and rubber bullets against the 
unarmed crowds. Security forces beat a 
number of protestors and arbitrarily 
detained many more, targeting even 
the physicians who volunteered to tend 
to the wounded. Security forces shot 
one young protestor, Ali Mushaima, in 
the back, killing him. 

Bahrain’s authorities made clear 
that day that they had no intention of 
conducting a meaningful dialogue or 
adopting significant reforms. They 
have held to that position for the last 
decade. 

Even the Trump administration, 
which made no secret of its desire to 
downplay or overlook human rights 
abuses, documented in its most recent 
human rights report Bahrain’s ongoing 
‘‘restrictions on freedom of expression, 
the press, and the internet, including 
censorship, site blocking, and criminal 
libel; substantial interference with the 
rights of peaceful assembly and free-
dom of association . . . restrictions on 
freedom of movement, including rev-
ocation of citizenship; and restrictions 
on political participation, including 

banning former members of al-Wifaq 
and Wa’ad from running as candidates 
in elections.’’ 

Bahrain has long been a valued secu-
rity partner in a volatile region of the 
world. In addition, Bahrain hosts the 
Navy’s 5th Fleet. This is precisely why 
the United States needs to engage Bah-
rain on these issues and to encourage 
reforms. 

If Bahrainis come to associate the 
United States with their government’s 
cruelty and repression, this security 
partnership could become much less re-
liable. If the Monarchy were overrun 
by Bahrainis who had come to hate the 
United States due to our inaction in 
the face of gross human rights abuses, 
what would happen to our military 
base and the thousands of Americans 
who live in the country? It is a ques-
tion I think we would all rather not 
have to answer. 

Mr. President, the Arab Spring of 10 
years ago has long since given way to 
an Arab Winter in Bahrain and across 
much of the Middle East. In 2011, tens 
of thousands of Bahrainis took to the 
streets with hopes of a more inclusive 
and representative society. They are 
sadly still waiting for those hopes to be 
realized. 

I am heartened that President Biden 
and Secretary of State Blinken have 
already taken steps to reprioritize 
human rights as a cornerstone of U.S. 
foreign policy. That must include 
working to hold our adversaries ac-
countable but also speaking hard 
truths when allies lose their way. 

It is with this in mind that on the 
10th anniversary of the Arab Spring, I 
call on the Biden-Harris administra-
tion to urge Bahrain’s King to release 
political prisoners, including human 
rights defenders and members of the 
political opposition, and to engage 
them in a credible dialogue about a 
more inclusive future for all Bahrainis. 

f 

CONFIRMATION OF GINA MARIE 
RAIMONDO 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I 
rise today to express my support for 
the confirmation of Governor Gina 
Raimondo, an experienced and dedi-
cated public servant, to be Secretary of 
the Department of Commerce. I believe 
Gina Raimondo’s extensive leadership 

experience serving the people of Rhode 
Island as Governor positions her well 
to lead the Biden administration’s am-
bitious agenda at the Department of 
Commerce. 

As Secretary of Commerce, Governor 
Raimondo will take on challenges that 
directly affect my home State of Mary-
land. That starts with fighting for an 
inclusive economy with shared pros-
perity that truly works for everyone. 
The struggles of low-income and mi-
nority communities hardest hit by the 
pandemic have shone a harsh light on 
inequities ingrained in our economy. 
We must root out these structural 
problems by supporting the work of 
vital institutions like the Minority 
Business Development Agency and Eco-
nomic Development Administration. 
And small businesses will continue to 
need assistance for the remainder of 
the COVID–19 pandemic and long after-
ward to ensure that we emerge from 
this crisis with a more resilient econ-
omy. We also need to ensure that the 
United States can compete in inter-
national trade by leveraging the Inter-
national Trade Administration’s en-
forcement capabilities and strengthen 
our manufacturing sector by har-
nessing the power of the National In-
stitute of Standards and Technology, 
located in Gaithersburg. We must also 
support the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration’s work to 
fight the devastating impact of climate 
change and protect Maryland’s Chesa-
peake Bay. Finally, we must improve 
and depoliticize our census process, 
which still faces challenges of data ac-
curacy, quality, and protection. 

I am confident in Gina Raimondo’s 
ability to take on these urgent chal-
lenges. I voted yes on her nomination 
and look forward to working closely 
with her in the years ahead to build a 
resilient economy that works for every 
American. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

VERMONT STATE OF THE UNION 
ESSAY CONTENT WINNERS 

∑ Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, since 
2010, I have sponsored a State of the 
Union essay contest for Vermont high 
school students. This contest gives stu-
dents in my State the opportunity to 
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